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US vs. THEM



YOUR TECHNOLOGY….



THEIR TECHNOLOGY ….

BUT THEY DO 
HAVE ACCESS 
TO MORE THAN 
JUST THIS…



CHROMEBOOK
● All students in grade 9 should/will have a chromebook
● DDSB - from grade 7 (usually replaced once during high 

school)
● NON DDSB - your child will get a chromebook BUT you 

must have filled in the 1:1 Chromebook Waiver on the 
Returning Student Verification Form

● A DDSB issued device is required for EQAO testing
● Google Classroom, D2L
● Parents/guardians do NOT have access to their child’s 

google classroom



LIBRARY
Mr. Beggs - Teacher Librarian
Ms. Younis - LAN Tech 
BOOKS - yes, actual books!!!!
Journals
Library lessons
White Pine
Support OSSLT BHS program facilitation
Much, much more…



WHAT THEIR DAY WILL LOOK LIKE



KEY TIMES/DATES

Period One:  8:00 am - 9:20 am
Period Two: 9:25 am - 10:40 am
BEARS LUNCH aka BRUNCH: 10:40 am - 11:20 am
Period Three: 11:25 am - 12:40 pm
Period Four: 12:45 pm - 2:00 pm



REQUIREMENTS

30 CREDITS TO GRADUATE
18 COMPULSORY
12 ELECTIVES

40 HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
OSSLT - GRADE 10
2 eLEARNING CREDITS (OPTIONAL!! )
EQAO MATH - will write in grade 9 semester they have math but 
NOT a graduation requirement



Forms available here today, in 
guidance, and online.  Simply 
fill in and return to Guidance. 



ONLINE LEARNING OPT OUT PROCESS

1. Access form from DDSB website: 
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online
-learning-graduation-requirement.aspx

2. Print and fill in the form or pick a form up in guidance
3. Have your child bring the form to GUIDANCE
4. We file the form and change an indicator in PowerSchool
5. We cannot change the indicator unless you fill the form in 

and hand it in to guidance
6. You can always change your mind 



TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Routine – structure is important (homework, sleep, 
eating…)
Encourage your child to get involved -  Direct 
correlation between happiness and success. 
Mental Health – encourage mindfulness, 
resiliency, time for exercise, the importance of 
sleep, put the technology to bed (in its own room 
away from users), check in regularly with your 
child



TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Communication – website, know your child’s 
subjects & teachers, Guidance Counsellor!
Technology – make it your friend – Parent Portal, 
twitter, instagram, REMIND, school website.  Model 
and teach good digital health
Community Involvement – Get it started/done



TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Ask a different question -  do better than always 
asking “how was your day”...force multiple word 
answers
Encourage them to be self-advocates (guidance 
counsellor, SERT, classroom teacher, VP)
School FIRST, extras AFTER
Be aware of the school calendar 



STUDENT LEADERS AND MENTORS

Grade 11 and 12 students that are attached to 
your child’s homeroom class S1

Facilitate sharing of information, mental health 
tips/strategies, test tips/strategies, community 
building in the classroom, points 
programs/events, help with the transition from 
grade 8 to 9 



GUIDANCE

● Emotional, social, physical and academic health 
of the students

● REMIND + GOOGLE CLASSROOM



This is for 
students 
only…there 
is a 
separate 
one for 
parents



natalie.morgan@ddsb.ca



GUIDANCE

Pathway Planning – Individual Pathway Plan with a focus 
on WHO the child wants to become (not on the WHAT)
Monitor progress of student
Discuss issues and support problem solving
Connect with academic support
Quiet space to collect thoughts
Study skills
Much, much more!



GUIDANCE

How to change a course?
- Students will make the request using a google form on 

my google classroom (I will also send out through link 
on remind), opens Sept 6th at the end of day

- Must be logged into DDSB account to access
- Once the form is filled out, I will call them down to 

guidance
- Space is VERY limited in classes…we are FULL! 



“Grab 2 and Go”
Available in guidance every 
TUESDAY and THURSDAY.  Want to 
contribute?  You can donate 
through School Cash Online. 





COMMUNICATION CONTINUUM

CLASSROOM TEACHER
VICE PRINCIPAL 
PRINCIPAL
DDSB

For issues in the 
classroom, it is always 
best to start with the 
classroom teacher.  



YOU’VE GOT THIS!


