
GRADE 8 PARENT 
INFORMATION SESSION 

BROOKLIN HIGH SCHOOL

FROM THERE…TO HERE…



WELCOME to…
- Family of Schools (Brooklin Village, Blair Ridge, 

Winchester, Hadfield)
- Brooklin Residents but attending different DDSB 

schools (Pringle, Meadowcrest)
- Brooklin Residents but attending a different school 

board (DCDSB, private)
- Future residents of Brooklin
- https://www.ddsb.ca/en/our-schools/find-a-school.asp

x# 

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/our-schools/find-a-school.aspx#
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/our-schools/find-a-school.aspx#


TOPICS COVERED 
❏ General BHS information
❏ Graduation Requirements 
❏ Different Types of Courses and Electives
❏ Choosing Classes - BHS, NON FOS and 

NON-DDSB
❏ Registration for NON-DDSB
❏ ISS at BHS
❏ Summer Programming
❏ Upcoming Events 



B.H.S. BEAR 
FACTS



BHS INFO
- Opened in 2015 
- 100 + staff (admin, clerical, support staff, 

teachers)
- 1437, 1438 students…and growing!
- Projected to have 360 ish grade 9s next 

year



BHS INFO
- 7 buses 
- Community school - walking is encouraged! 

https://www.dsts.on.ca/faq

ELIGIBLE FOR TRANSPORTATION? Transportation eligibility is based on 
transportation policy. The School Board walk distance criteria for eligibility 
is as follows: K to Grade 8: residing more than 1.6 km from designated 

school of attendance. Grade 9 - 12: residing more than 3.2 km from 

designated school of attendance.

https://www.dsts.on.ca/faq


BHS ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Principal: Ms. MacKenzie
Vice Principals:

Ms. Sims Jackson (A - L)
Ms. Aziz (M - Z)



B.H.S. GUIDANCE 
PRESENTATION



LEARNING GOALS
By the end of this presentation you will…

…know what high school will LOOK LIKE 

…learn how your child will pick their courses for 
grade 9.  

…learn about all of the ways WE can support 
YOUR CHILD in achieving THEIR goals.

…learn about how to register your child (if not in 
our FOS)



HOW DO I 
CHOOSE MY 
COURSES/
PATHWAY?



CHOOSE THOUGHTFULLY…
▪We create the timetable for students based 

on what THEY choose

▪Availability of programs is limited based 
on what students choose

▪Make sure you choose the correct optional courses initially 
as there might not be any space for you if you need to 
change a course once the semester has started.



HOW TO ACCESS myBlueprint 
(current DDSB students)

Create an account at 
www.myBlueprint.ca/ddsb.ca

Select School Account Log in and 
enter your DDSB credentials

http://www.myblueprint.ca/ddsb.ca


HOW TO USE myBlueprint (current 
DDSB students)

1. ADD courses to your High School Plan 
2. REVIEW Course Selections
3. SUBMIT Course Selections
4. Click SEND APPROVAL EMAIL - put in a valid 

parent/guardian email address
5. PARENT APPROVES courses via email 
6. Print a copy of your plan and sign off sheet IF the elementary 

school requests it (B.H.S. is paperless and will not be accepting 
paper copies). SCHOOL ADMIN and TEACHER APPROVES 
courses. 



WHAT IF I AM 
CURRENTLY NOT 
AT BHS BUT AM 
IN THE DDSB?



DDSB STUDENT NOT at Brooklin but live in Brooklin? 
(Brooklin Village FI, Pringle Gifted, Meadowcrest FI):

BHS Guidance will verify your address, 
once verified elementary school will 
change the Next School Indicator (NSI) 
changed to B.H.S. in Powerschool.
Student will then see B.H.S. course 
options in myBlueprint 



WHAT IF I AM 
CURRENTLY NOT 

AT A DDSB 
SCHOOL?



COURSE REQUEST PROCESS 
FAMILY OF SCHOOLS STUDENTS:

Complete course selections using 
myBlueprint 

 NON-FAMILY OF SCHOOLS 
STUDENTS:

 1. Register online through DDSB as a 
NEW STUDENT for 2026 -2027 
School Year

 2. Provide Registration 
Documentation via B.H.S. guidance 
department 
guidance.brooklinhs@ddsb.ca

 3. Pick courses via google form sent 
to you by the guidance department

DDSB STUDENT NOT at Brooklin 
but live in Brooklin? (Pringle, 
Meadowcrest):

BHS Guidance will verify your 
address, once verified 
elementary school will change 
the Next School Indicator (NSI) 
changed to B.H.S. in 
Powerschool.

http://www.guidance.brooklinhs.ca


NON DDSB REGISTRATION PROCESS

1. Fill in the New Student Registration Form for the 2026-2027 school 
year located on DDSB website 
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/our-schools/register-for-school.aspx 
https://www.dsts.on.ca/ 
2. Once the student registration form is submitted, the Guidance Office and 
Administration will review and contact the parent/guardian to arrange for 
document verification
IF your child had an IEP in another board/school you MUST 
indicate this on the registration form 

3. After verification of information, parents will receive an email and students 
will choose courses for the following school year using a google form 

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/our-schools/register-for-school.aspx
https://www.dsts.on.ca/


This is the google form that 
your child will fill in once we 
have reviewed and approved 
your documents. 

You will receive a 
confirmation email and then 
that is it.

They will receive a timetable 
in the fall with all of the other 
students through Parent 
Portal…VERIFY TO ACCESS!!!



NON DDSB REGISTRATION PROCESS
Important to note that your child officially become a DDSB student at 

the beginning of September. DDSB issued CHROMEBOOKS 
will be available first few weeks of school. 
Until then Parents won’t have access to:
- Parent Portal, School Cash Online, School Messenger

Until then Students won’t have access to:
- DDSB student gmail accounts/google classrooms, myBlueprint
At the end of the summer: parents/guardians will receive an email 
from the DDSB so please make sure your put the correct email address 
on your DDSB registration form and VERIFY THE REGISTRATION 
FORM, yearly. 



WHAT DOES 
HIGH SCHOOL 

FEEL LIKE? AND 
LOOK LIKE?





WHAT WILL THEIR DAY LOOK LIKE?
 Entry Bell

8:00 

Period 1 8:00 - 9:20

Period 2 9:25 - 10:40 

 BR-LUNCH 10:40 - 11:20

 Period 3 11:25 - 12:40

 Period 4 12:45 -  2:00



GUIDANCE @ 
BHS



GUIDANCE @ BHS



GUIDANCE @ BHS
❏ Grade Counsellors that follow your child from Grade 9 to Graduation
❏ Primary contact for you and your child 
❏ Google Classrooms and Reminds to share information - constant communication

MR. KNOWLES: Current Grade 9 Counsellor (next year 10)

MR. HOWLETT: Current Grade 10 Counsellor (next year 11)

MS. MORGAN-COOK: Current Grade 11 Counsellor (next year 12)

MS. SHOSENBERG: Current Grade 12 Counsellor - next year Grade 9 Counsellor!!!!

    Ms. Shosenberg  Mr. Knowles      Mr. Howlett               Ms. Morgan-Cook 



BY THE END OF GRADE 9…
❏ Starting to settle into high school routines (social, 

emotional, academic)
❏ Establishing good learning skills - training for a 

marathon
❏ Learn where to access important  information and 

advocate for themselves
❏ Begin to self-reflect about their skill set and 

interests
❏ Start to explore what they might be interested in 

pursuing

 



WHAT DOES 
HIGH SCHOOL 
LOOK LIKE?



WHAT IS HIGH SCHOOL ALL ABOUT?
▪ Students earn CREDITS

▪Each course is worth 1 CREDIT 

4 credits/semester

8 earned by the end of the year   



WHAT IS HIGH SCHOOL ALL ABOUT?

Semester 1: September to end of January

Semester 2: February to end of June



END GOALS







OSSD ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA

30  
Credits to graduate

 

13  

OPTIONAL/
ELECTIVE 
COURSES

17 
COMPULSORY 

COURSES





There are many 
ways to satisfy 
these requirements 
in grade 9 and 10



TAS1O1 - 
Exploring 

Technologies

TAS2O1 - 
Exploring 

Family Studies

TCJ1O1 - 
Women in 

Technology & the 
Skilled Trades



ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA

40  Hours of Community Involvement
Start summer of grade 9 year (JULY 2026)

AND…

OSSLT - Provincial Literacy Requirement
WRITTEN IN GRADE 10 (FALL and SPRING)
must pass to graduate – LOTS of support around literacy!
Starting in September 2027, students enrolled in a Grade 10 mathematics course must successfully complete a financial literacy 
graduation requirement as part of the course.



ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA
and…

▪2 credits in eLearning - there is an option 
to OPT OUT of this requirement (start of 
grade 9)

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online-learning-graduation-r
equirement.aspx#Opting-Out-of-the-eLearning-Graduation-Requirement 

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online-learning-graduation-requirement.aspx#Opting-Out-of-the-eLearning-Graduation-Requirement
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online-learning-graduation-requirement.aspx#Opting-Out-of-the-eLearning-Graduation-Requirement


HOW DO I MAKE 
AN INFORMED 

DECISION?









COURSE TYPES 
IN GRADE 9





LOCALLY DEVELOPED DE-STREAMED  INCLUSIVE ACADEMIC

Targets important 
concepts not completed 
at elementary level 

Fills in the GAPS 
missing from Grade 8 
(modified below grade 
level?)

Emphasize basic 
concepts

Potential option to 
upgrade

Students and families 
have an additional 
year of high school to 
decide on a particular 
pathway. De-streamed 
courses use the new 
De-streamed 
curriculum 
expectations.

This course is 
delivered using the 
Academic course 
curriculum and is 

intended to prepare 
students for the 

Grade 10 academic 
and/or applied 

pathway



We do not modify in high 
school…if your child had a 
subject that was modified 
BELOW grade 8 level, they 
will have GAPS in the 
skills/knowledge required to 
be successful at the 
De-Streamed level.  Locally 
Developed could be an 
option for gap filling.



THE RIGHT PATHWAY CHOICE
Appropriate pathway choice MEANS MORE ENGAGED STUDENTS who…

▪Look forward to attending class

▪Have a sense of accomplishment

▪Feel challenged but NOT overwhelmed
▪Have a feeling of increased self-confidence and 
self-esteem

▪Are self-advocates + are self-motivated

engagement=success=happiness



WHAT ARE 
THE OPTIONS 
IN GRADE 9?



DECODING A COURSE CODE
E

N

L

1

W
1

These three letters identify the subject.  The first letter in the course code denotes the 
course’s department area:
A= Arts H = Social Sciences and Humanities
C = Canadian & World Studies G = Guidance & Career Education
B = Business M = Mathematics
E = English P = Physical Education
F = French T = Technology

The number grade identifies the GRADE:
1 = Grade 9 2 = Grade 10 3 = Grade 11 4 = Grade 12

The letter identifies the course type:
D = Academic P = Applied (only available in grade 10)       L = Locally Developed 
O = Open        W = De-streamed

The number identifies how the course is delivered:
1 = Regular Day



 GRADE 9 COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
Subject Area Inclusive Academic/ 

De-streamed
Locally 

Developed Open

English ENL1W1 ENG1L1* ESLAO1

French FSF1D1 FSF1O1 

Canadian 
Geography CGC1W1

Mathematics MTH1W1 MAT1L1* Math Focused Gap Closing = 
CHOOSE MAT1L1 + MTH1W1

Science SNC1W1 SNC1L1*

*Selection of a locally developed course should be done in consultation with Elementary Principal, 
Grade 8 teacher, Special Education Resource Teacher, and parent(s)/guardian(s).



FSF1D1 vs FSF1O1

❖ FSF1D1 is designed for students that have taken 
French, regularly, at the elementary level

❖ FSF1O1 is an introductory course for students with 
little or no knowledge of French or who have not 
accumulated the minimum 600 hours of 
elementary Core French Instruction. 



Math Focused Gap Closing = CHOOSE MAT1L1 + MTH1W1

GOALS:
- Run semester 1 to support mainstream students that are 

currently modified below grade level in math
- These students will work on closing math gaps in S1
- They will then be scheduled to take MTH1W1 (De-Streamed 

Math) in S2
- The MAT1L1 credit counts for a math credit or an elective credit 

based their path 
- Any locally developed course is approved by the elementary 

principal 
- Students can also be hand selected for this program based 

on SERT and IPRC review
- ELS2O1 - grade 10 will be literacy focused



GRADE 9 OPTIONAL SUBJECTS
PICK THREE  FROM…

PLUS CHOOSE TWO ALTERNATES

Description Code Description Code
Drama ADA1O1 Healthy Active Living Education (for 

Identifying Females) PPL1O4
Instrumental Music - (Concert 
Band Music) AMU1O1 Healthy Active Living Education (for 

Identifying Males) PPL1O3
Music for Creating - Songwriting 
(Guitar, Percussion, Piano, and 
Digital Music)

AMC1O1 Healthy Active Living Education 
(Inclusive of all Student Identities) PPL1O1

Visual Arts AVI1O1 Rhythm and Movement (Inclusive of 
all Student Identities) PAR1O1

Business & Exploring 
Technologies TAS1O1 Exploring Family Studies Technologies TAS2O1

Women in Technology and 
Skilled Trades TCJ1O1



Drama - ADA1O1

❖ No previous experience required
❖ Willing to learn new dramatic skills
❖ Lots of group work
❖ Learn skills for performing/presenting in front 

of classmates



Instrumental Music -  AMU1O1
❖ Some experience reading sheet music

❖ Ideally you have experience playing a wind or a brass 

instrument or percussion (piano, guitar and strings are not 

supported in this class)

❖ If you have experience with a wind or brass instrument or 

percussion or you have a strong desire to learn, this is the 

class for you!



Music for Creating - Songwriting (Guitar, 
Percussion, Piano, and Digital Music) - AMC1O1

❖ No experience with sheet music required

❖ No experience with an instrument is required

❖ Should have an interest in music creation and 

producing



Art - Visual Arts AVI1O1

❖ No expertise required
❖ Willing to learn new art techniques
❖ Will have lots of independent art projects
❖ Homework will be required to complete art 

projects



Technology and the Skilled 
Trades - TAS1O1

❖ ½ semester in Computer Lab working on soft 
tech skills (collaboration, design, computer 
applications) 

❖ ½ semester in Woodshop working on hands on 
tech skills 

**will satisfy the new tech graduation requirement



Exploring Family Studies 
Technologies - TAS2O1 (formerly HIF1O1)

❖ Learn about eating healthy (food prep), basic clothing need 
(sewing), & parenting

❖ Learn about conflict resolution, family diversity, healthy 
relationships, communication skills, decision making skills, 
& peer pressure

**will satisfy the new tech graduation requirement



Women in Technology and the 
Skilled Trades - TCJ1O1 - new!
❖ Gain experience in all aspects of technological areas at BHS 

(photography, construction, auto, culinary, tech design) using a 
rotating schedule

❖ Only available to female identifying students
❖ Learn how to change tires, brakes, electrical circuits, create a wood 

project, photo manipulation, cooking AND MORE!
❖ Mostly hands on, in class work

**will satisfy the tech graduation requirement



Healthy Active Living - PPL1O

❖ Sport/activity based gym
❖ PPL1O3 - for identifying males
❖ PPL1O4 - for identifying females
❖ PPL1O1 - inclusive of all student identities

YOU CAN ONLY 
TAKE ONE OF 
THESE CREDITS



Rhythm and Movement - PAR1O1

❖ Movement based gym
❖ Inclusive of all student identities
❖ Yoga, pilates, and other alternatives to 

sports/activity gym



5 compulsory credits in 
grade nine + 3 elective 
credits 

TIP = when choosing your 
elective credits, you can also 
choose courses that satisfy 
the compulsory credits to 
graduate (gym, tech, social 
sciences and humanities, and 
arts).  



HOW DO I GET 
SUPPORT? WHAT 
IF I NEED HELP?



ACADEMIC SUPPORTS

▪Guidance Counsellors

▪Subject teachers

▪Inclusive Student Success (Special 
Education/Academic Resource) 
for IEP students

▪Tutors for hire 

▪After school or lunch time 
help for subject specific 
courses

▪S.L.A.M. Program

▪Literacy and Numeracy 
Support Programs

If you need help…



ESL and ELD at BHS



ESLAO1**

Students that are eligible for 
ESL/ELD support are encouraged 
to take ESLAO1 instead of ENL1W1.  
Our ESL teacher will support 
them in their classes and work 
on progressing their English 



TECHNOLOGY
▪EVERY DDSB student will have a DDSB 
CHROMEBOOK issued device (DDSB grade 8s bring 
devices with them to BHS

▪New DDSB students are issued devices for September
▪Hardware and software support offered in the 
Library by Mr. Ramsundar

▪Computer use support offered in the Library by Mr. 
Beggs (Librarian)

▪Inclusive Services - Assistive Technology



INCLUSIVE 
STUDENT 

SERVICES AT BHS



INCLUSIVE STUDENT SERVICES
▪Brooklin High School SERTS @ IPRC reviews for grade 8s 

▪Regular IEP updates and reviews

▪Available throughout the day for identified students 
needing course specific support and a safe space to reset

▪Work to support student transition from grade 8 to 9 

▪Work to support students with IEPs in grades 9 – 12

▪Work to transition students beyond grade 12

▪ Great connection point for parents with ISS students



SMALL CLASS 
PLACEMENTS



https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/inclusive-student-services.aspx#S
chool-Support-Program 

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/inclusive-student-services.aspx#School-Support-Program
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/inclusive-student-services.aspx#School-Support-Program




DDSB Decisions 
about SSP and 
PLP placements 
happen in the 
Spring.



THIS SUMMER… 



IF YOU ARE NOT IN 
OUR BOARD, YOU 
WILL HAVE TO 
REGISTER THROUGH 
WWW.DCE.CA

IF YOU ARE IN OUR 
BOARD, YOU WILL 
REGISTER USING 
YOUR MYBLUEPRINT 
ACCOUNT



www.dce.ca DDSB students register through their myBp.  
Continuing Education>Explore Courses

http://www.dce.ca


Only CHV/GLC and MAT1L1 
available in person July 

BEP1O1, CGC1W1, ENL1W1, 
HIF1O1, SNC1W1, & CHV2O1/GLC2O1 
bundle, TAS1O1 are available July 
asynchronous

Only the CHV/GLC bundle is available 
July - Aug asynchronous



Full-Credit Summer 
School Courses

List of courses being 
offered to Grade 8 
students transitioning into 
high school:
https://www.dce.ca/en/
summer-school/full-credit
-programs.aspx 

https://www.dce.ca/en/summer-school/full-credit-programs.aspx
https://www.dce.ca/en/summer-school/full-credit-programs.aspx
https://www.dce.ca/en/summer-school/full-credit-programs.aspx


SUMMER SCHOOL - DDSB STUDENTS
To indicate you are planning on taking a course 
in summer school do the following in myBlueprint:
1. Do NOT select the course you are 

wanting/needing to take in myBlueprint 
planner

2. Instead, choose a different course in place 
of that course in your myBlueprint planner



SUMMER SCHOOL - NON-DDSB STUDENTS

To indicate you are planning on taking a course in summer school:
1. The DDSB cannot support Out of Board Grade 8 Reach 

Ahead Students 
https://www.con-ed.ca/secondary-programs/secondary-sum
mer-school-programs/ 

2. Choose the course you are taking course in the google form
3. At the end of the form you will be asked about your summer 

school intentions and can choose a different class to put in its 
place

https://www.con-ed.ca/secondary-programs/secondary-summer-school-programs/
https://www.con-ed.ca/secondary-programs/secondary-summer-school-programs/


UPCOMING 
EVENTS… 



COMING UP…

SEPTEMBER 8TH 
GRADE 9 ONLY DAY

 (FULL DAY)

 



STAY 
CONNECTED… 

COMMUNICATION 
IS KEY



COMMUNICATION 
 www.brooklinhs.ddsb.ca

Follow us on Social Media: 

IG: brooklin_hs

@brooklinhs 

@brooklinhsguide

Email:

BrooklinHS@ddsb.ca

Guidance.BrooklinHS@ddsb.ca

http://www.brooklinhs.ca/
mailto:Guidance.BrooklinHS@ddsb.ca


Thank you!
 

We look forward to 
meeting our Future Bears!


