
Welcome...
 

Thanks for Attending!

We will begin momentarily.



GRADE 
9  & 10 

PARENT INFORMATION 
SESSION



The Durham District School Board acknowledges that many 
Indigenous Nations have long standing relationships, both historic and 
modern, with the territories upon which our school board and schools 
are located. Today, this area is home to many Indigenous peoples from 
across Turtle Island. We acknowledge that the Durham Region forms a 
part of the traditional and treaty territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog 
Island First Nation, the Mississauga Peoples and the treaty territory of 
the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation. It is on these ancestral 
and treaty lands that we teach, learn and live. 

Land Acknowledgment



Indigenous Inherent Rights 
The Durham District School Board recognizes 
Indigenous rights are distinct. In the exercise of 
those rights, Indigenous staff and students shall 
not be subjected to actions with the aim or 
effect of depriving these distinct rights.



The Durham District School Board is committed to 
learning environments that are safe, welcoming, 
respectful, equitable, accessible, inclusive and free from 
discrimination while placing Human Rights and Equity at 
the centre.

Human Rights & 
Equity Statement



WELCOME



WELCOME 
Current grade 9 and 
10 parents/students! 

Class of 2026 and 
2027!
 



WEBINAR/Q & A INFORMATION
❏ For logistical reasons: Audio, Chat and Video are 

disabled for our audience, but please use Q & A box to 
ask a question

❏ Ms. Shosenberg and Ms. Morgan-Cook are hosting 
and are online as panelists, monitoring and responding 
to questions 

❏ This presentation will be posted on our website - 
Guidance Home Page with hyperlinks 



TOPICS COVERED TONIGHT…
❏ Goals
❏ Graduation Requirements
❏ Grade 9 to 10 Things to Consider
❏ Grade 10 to 11 Things to Consider
❏ Post-Secondary Planning 
❏ Enrollment Limit Explanation
❏ Applications for courses
❏ Summer School



GET  
CONNECTED

STAY 
CONNECTED







SHOSENBERG CLASS of 2026 REMIND
For STUDENTS

USE REMIND APP & JOIN CLASS ACCORDING 

TO YOUR LAST NAME

 Last name   A-F code: @shos2026af

Last name   G-M code: @shos2026gm

Last name   N-Z code: @shos2026nz



SHOSENBERG CLASS of 2026 REMIND
For PARENTS

USE REMIND APP & JOIN CLASS ACCORDING 

TO Student’s LAST NAME



Lots of 
information 
here for your 
children…you 
are welcome 
to look with 
them. 



RESOURCES



https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-lea
rning/secondary-school-programs.aspx 

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/secondary-school-programs.aspx
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/secondary-school-programs.aspx


PATHWAY PLANNING RESOURCES

www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca 

http://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca


PATHWAY PLANNING RESOURCES

www.ontariocolleges.ca 

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca


https://www.oyappajo.com/ 

https://www.oyappajo.com/


https://buildingtrades.ca/our-affiliates/ 

https://buildingtrades.ca/our-affiliates/


https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/ 

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/


LEARNING 
GOALS



LEARNING GOALS…
-Learn about options for your 
grade 10 and 11 years and 
beyond
-Learn about resources 
available to you 
-Be reminded of how we and 
you can support 



STUDENT GOALS 
OF GRADE 9 + 

10



BY THE END OF GRADE 9…
❏ Starting to settle into high school 

routines (social, emotional, academic)
❏ Establishing good learning skills - 

marathon
❏ Begin to self-reflect about their skill set 

and interests
❏ Start to explore what they might be 

interested in pursuing
 



BY THE END OF GRADE 10…
❏ Settling more into high school routines 

(social, emotional, academic)
❏ Still working on learning skills and time 

management
❏ Be more self-reflective about interests, 

strengths and areas of growth
❏ Start to investigate what they might be 

interested in pursuing - each year they 
gain more information about themselves 
and the world around them

 



PARENT/
GUARDIAN 
GOALS OF 

GRADE 9 + 10



BY THE END OF GRADE 9 + 10
❏ Getting used to your child’s high school routines 

(social, emotional, academic)
❏ Make note and observe who and how your child 

is with school work, learning skills, resiliency, 
perseverance, adversity

❏ Start to engage in conversations about strengths 
and interests

❏ Have careful and caring conversations about 
areas of growth 

❏ Be aware of resources available
❏ Balance between you knowing and you doing

 



GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS



GRADUATION REMINDERS
▪  You need 30 credits to graduate

▪  18  COMPULSORY +  12  ELECTIVES

▪ Of the 30, you will need 2 eLearning Credits ***

▪  Pass the OSSLT 

▪  40 hours of Community Service
*** there is an “opt out” option!!! 



ELEARNING OPT OUT OPTION
IF you are NOT planning on taking two asynchronous 
eLearning credits, your parent/guardian must fill in this 
OPT OUT form. 

Forms are available in guidance

Return the completed form to guidance and you will NOT
have to take 2 eLearning credits to graduate

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online-learning-g
raduation-requirement.aspx#Opting-Out-of-the-eLearning-Gradua
tion-Requirement 

 

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online-learning-graduation-requirement.aspx#Opting-Out-of-the-eLearning-Graduation-Requirement
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online-learning-graduation-requirement.aspx#Opting-Out-of-the-eLearning-Graduation-Requirement
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/programs-and-learning/online-learning-graduation-requirement.aspx#Opting-Out-of-the-eLearning-Graduation-Requirement


ELEARNING OPT OUT OPTION

If you fill the form in and decide to do 
2 eLearning courses, no problem!  

But if you DO NOT fill the form in you 
will HAVE to take 2 asynchronous 
eLearning classes to graduate 
 





You can use 
myBlueprint to help 
track your Graduation 
Progress.

When you complete a 
course, the EARNED will 
update. 
Use the PLANNED column 
to make sure you are 
choosing courses that 
you need to meet your 
missing graduation 
requirements.  



HOW TO 
SPEAK 

COURSE CODE





PATHWAYS 
FOR GRADE 10



PATHWAY OPTIONS FOR GRADE 10
From DE-STREAMED (W) in GRADE 9 to …
▪ Locally Developed (L)

▪ Applied (P)

▪ Academic (D) 
When choosing courses - you can choose a variety of 
levels that BEST suits YOUR strengths and goals

For example: ENG2D1 and MFM2P1





LOCALLY DEVELOPED APPLIED ACADEMIC

▪Emphasis on basic concepts

▪More hands on, practical 
examples

▪Directed, step by step, 
teacher-directed approach 
to learning

▪Potential option to upgrade 
to applied

▪Covers core concepts

▪More hands on, practical 
examples

▪Directed, step by step, 
teacher-directed approach 
to learning 

▪More class time given for 
assignment completion, then 
unfinished work finished at 
home

▪covers concepts at a slower 
pace compared to the 
academic level

▪Covers core concepts 
 PLUS additional material

▪MORE theory, explaining, 
interpreting & analyzing 

▪independent, student 
initiated, student-directed 
learning 

▪Assignments begin in class 
time but finished at home

Students are able to:

▪infer, elaborate upon, and 
apply concepts

▪work independently
▪cover larger amounts of 
material at a faster pace



LOCALLY DEVELOPED APPLIED ACADEMIC

▪Lower Teacher/student 
ratio than applied

▪Pathway leads to the 
workplace level Grade 
11 & 12 courses

▪Lower Teacher/student 
ratio than academic

▪Pathway leads to College 
level Grade 11 & 12 
courses

*PLEASE NOTE:  Many 
university programs do 
NOT require 
academic/university level 
math

▪Higher Teacher/student 
ratio than applied or 
locally developed

▪Pathway leads to 
University level Grade 11 
& 12 courses



APPLIED ENGLISH ACADEMIC ENGLISH

▪ practical use of oral and written language 
for everyday life 

▪ Frequent, shorter writing tasks 

▪ ISU involves exploring a topic of interest and 
completing non-fiction tasks

▪ Significant class time allotted for assignment 
completion/reading, but unfinished work 
becomes homework

▪ lower Teacher/Student ratio than academic

▪ More complex texts with emphasis on implicit 
reasoning (not stated directly)

▪ analytical writing - developing a more 
sophisticated writing style

▪ ISU based on a novel read independently & 
a significant investment of time outside of 
class 

▪ essays that involve analyzing & interpreting 

▪ group and individual assignments are begun 
in class to allow for feedback, but completed 
for homework

▪ expectation that students will work 
independently and seek out help when 
needed





THE RIGHT PATHWAY CHOICE
Appropriate pathway choice MEANS MORE ENGAGED STUDENTS 
who…

▪Look forward to attending class
▪Have a sense of accomplishment

▪Feel challenged but NOT overwhelmed
▪Have a feeling of increased self-confidence & 
self-esteem

▪Are self-advocates & are self-motivated

engagement = success = happiness



WHAT DOES 
GRADE 1O 
LOOK LIKE



WHAT DOES GRADE 10 LOOK LIKE

5 classes are COMPULSORY
▪ENGLISH

▪MATH

▪SCIENCE

▪HISTORY 

▪CIVICS & CAREERS

Make sure they 
choose the 

appropriate level 
for THEM! 





WHAT DOES GRADE 10 LOOK LIKE? cont’d

3 classes are ELECTIVES

▪STUDENTS must also choose 2 
ALTERNATE courses if they don’t get their 
first choice of electives

▪There are MANY choices for grade 10 
electives…



ELECTIVE OPTIONS

CHOOSE 3 ELECTIVES & 2 ALTERNATES



THINGS TO 
CONSIDER FOR 

9s AND 1Os



THINGS TO CONSIDER…▪strengths - the goal is to align strengths and 
interests 

▪areas of growth 

▪LIKE + DISLIKE
▪ Numeracy or literacy based courses

▪ Experience based learning 

▪DIRECTION in the FUTURE?

▪ NEED TO TAKE in order to end up where they want to go?



HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHICH ELECTIVES?
❏Talk to SUBJECT SPECIFIC TEACHERS

❏Talk to others: Guidance Counsellor, students, 
siblings…

❏Use myBlueprint to explore courses

❏See where the grade 10 and 11 Course leads in 
other grades

❏Think about required courses for Grade 11 and 12
(MIGHT NEED A GRADE 10 COURSE TO TAKE A GRADE 11 COURSE)





THE MATH MYTH



PATHWAYS FOR 
GRADE 11



PATHWAYS – FROM GR 10 TO 11
Courses were called ACADEMIC (D) & APPLIED (P) but now…
❏ UNIVERSITY (U)
❏ COLLEGE (C)
❏ COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY (M)
❏ OPEN (O)
❏ WORKPLACE (E) 
❏ PAY ATTENTION TO THE                                               

4th and 5th DIGIT OF THE COURSE CODE:    

NBE3U1



POST-SECONDARY REQUIREMENTS
START PLANNING!!! 
Where to begin?.... Your child should: think, imagine, dream about 
what they may want to be and consider their strengths and interests. 

BASIC UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS:
▪ ENG 4U1 plus 5 other 4 U and/or M level credits

Most programs have specific requirements/courses you must take

BASIC COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS:
▪ ENG 4C1 plus 4 other senior  U, M or C level classes

Most programs have specific requirements/course you must take



PATHWAY PLANNING RESOURCES

ONTARIOUNIVERSITIESINFO.CA

https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/


PATHWAY PLANNING RESOURCES

ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en


WHAT DOES 
GRADE 11 LOOK 

LIKE?



WHAT DOES GRADE 11 LOOK LIKE?

2 classes are COMPULSORY
ENGLISH (U, C, E) 

Note English is not ENG in gr 11 
BUT NBE: NBE3U1, NBE3C1 OR NBE3E

MATH (U, M, C, E)



Refer to my Course Pathways presentation for:
 English, Math and Science

This is posted on my 
Guidance Google 
Classroom

OR

Click HERE to view the 
Google Slide Presentation

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Mfd1NFcofdgeBy-r6BjX2Y_FKK7P6apKz2BN0fmJSwQ/edit?usp=sharing


WHAT DOES GRADE 11 LOOK LIKE?

6 classes are ELECTIVES

▪STUDENTS must also choose 2 
ALTERNATE courses if they don’t get 
their first choice of electives

▪There are MANY choices for         
grade 11 electives



https://app.myblueprint.ca/public/cour
ses/ddsb/brooklinhs 

https://app.myblueprint.ca/public/courses/ddsb/brooklinhs
https://app.myblueprint.ca/public/courses/ddsb/brooklinhs


ELEARNING @ 
BHS



ASYNCHRONOUS eLEARNING CLASSES              

❏ Will be required to complete 2 Asynchronous eLearning courses to 
graduate 

❏ It is recommended that you take this in Grade 11
WANT TO OPT OUT - REMEMBER TO FILL IN THE FORM

❏ eLearning might work for your child 
❏ Choose ELERN1, then choose a Course from the list in myBlueprint
❏ Online aynchronous courses, students work independently with an 

Online Teacher, not in real time & they work in school work spaces 
or at home. 





CO-OP



CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION

❏ 2 (DCE309) CREDIT CO-OP 
❏ 2 periods in the morning or in the afternoon 
❏ students will be working at a job placement
❏ Transportation is your responsibility
❏ Choose on myBluePrint

AND
❏ Complete the APPLICATION

 DUE: MARCH 6TH 
** Cannot choose Co-op courses as an ALTERNATE



CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION
Examples of 2 Credit Co-op 
Opportunities

Local Elementary Schools
Auto Shops 
Local retail stores
Hair Salons
Restaurants 
Dawson Dental
Brooklin Natural Health Centre
Schoolhouse Playcare
McKinney Arena
Cindy's Alterations 

❏ Trade co-op placements, like 
electrical, HVAC, plumbing, 
construction, etc. are usually 4 
credit co-op or OYAP placements 
for students in grade 12

❏ If you have an employer 
connection, the Co-op 
department is always willing to 
work with you to try and make 
your work placement happen.



CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION

❏ 1 (GLC2O8) CREDIT PEER TUTORING 
❏ 1 period helping a BHS classroom teacher
❏ Placements are in Gr. 9 De-streamed courses 
❏ (English, Math, Geo, Science, French, PLP ONLY)

❏ Choose on myBluePrint
AND

❏ Complete the APPLICATION
 DUE: MARCH 6TH 

** Cannot choose Co-op courses as an ALTERNATE



SPECIALIST HIGH 
SKILLS MAJOR 

(SHSM)



WHAT IS A SHSM PROGRAM?
❏ A bundle of credits and experiences to support 

interest in a specific sector 
❏ SHSM seal on OSSD 
❏ Must complete specific 8 - 10 credits in students 

selected field including co-op (no co-op = no 
SHSM seal)

❏ Earn industry certifications 
❏ SHSM lead teachers will help monitor and assist 

students along the way
https://www.ontario.ca/page/specialist-high-skills-major 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/specialist-high-skills-major


SHSM OPPORTUNITIES @BHS

CULINARY (RULE) 

AUTOMOTIVE (BENT) TTJ3C1

ENVIRONMENT (KIRCHNER) GPP3O1

SPORTS (PARFITT + WRIGHT) PAI3O1



SUMMER 
SCHOOL INFO



SUMMER SCHOOL
Your child can take summer school if:
▪ failed a course and it is offered in summer school (2 
weeks)
▪ want to upgrade a mark (4 weeks)
▪ want to reach ahead (4 weeks)
SUMMER SCHOOL registration is open AT THE SAME 
TIME AS COURSE SELECTIONS! DO IT AT THE SAME 
TIME TO SECURE YOUR SPOT!
All registrations are done through THEIR MyBlueprint 
account. 





LOTS OF OPTIONS AVAILABLE!



TIMING



COURSE SELECTION DATES
❏ Opens FEBRUARY 13TH  at 10 am
❏Once you hit SUBMIT the program will NOT let you change 

your selections 

❏ BE SURE BEFORE YOU SUBMIT

❏ To change classes after you submit you must make a guidance 
appointment to make changes

❏COURSE SELECTIONS are due  MARCH 6TH  
❏ If you don’t submit…I WILL choose your classes for you :)



YOUR CHILD & THE TIMETABLE

Make thoughtful choices

We create a timetable 
based on what THEY 
choose (student voice)…



EXCEPT…

❏ ….we are limited by teacher, physical 
space, program availability and 
equipment

❏ ALL TECH CLASSES HAVE LIMITED NUMBERS
❏ Timing myths/worries
❏ Course selection and dreams
❏ Breathe and trust the process



IF…
❏ If the class your child is interested in has 

reached the set enrollment limit, it will say the 
course is no longer available

❏ If your child gets this message, they must 
select a different course at course selection 
time

❏ Encourage your child to select the course 
they are interested in taking as their alternate 
instead



ALMOST THERE!
PRESENTATION AND GRADUATION



THANK YOU!
Appointment Link 
https://guidanceinterview.com/s/bhs

Encourage your child to make an 
appointment with their Guidance 
Counsellor 

https://guidanceinterview.com/s/bhs

